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From the island-studded seas of 
the north to the meandering 
waterways of the south, Viet 
Nam is a country defined by the 
diversity of its land and the 
resilience and generosity of its 
people.



Viet Nam has a history as rich and evocative as anywhere on the planet. Sure, 
the American War in Viet Nam captured the attention of the West, but 

centuries before that Viet Nam was scrapping with the Chinese, the Khmers, 
the Chams and the Mongols. Vietnamese civilisation is as sophisticated as that 

of its mighty northern neighbour China, from where it drew many of its 
influences under a thousand-year occupation. Later came the French and the 
humbling period of colonialism from which Viet Nam was not to emerge until 

the second half of the 20th century.

HISTORY



Ironically, this city of 
fiercely independent 
people possesses an 
unmistakeable European 
style. Ha Noi's faded 
elegance is part of its 
French legacy. In short, 
Ha Noi is a fascinating 
city of contrasts.

The adventure begins in 
Ha Noi, a city perhaps 
best described as the 
last remaining city of a 
true Asian character. A 
city with many 
significant cultural 
artefacts, tree lined  
avenues  and century 
old buildings of 
architectural beauty.

Apart from the 
enjoyment of 
experiencing the cuisine 
styles of Ha Noi and the 
Northern regions the 
adventure takes you to 
two natural wonders of 
the world with one 
deemed the eighth 
wonder of the World by 
UNESCO.



Next stop, a short flight 
to Hue

Prior to the cruise on 
Ha Long Bay you will 
enjoy “Ha Long Bay'” 
on land followed by a 
visit to a typical 
village with a 
Vietnamese lunch 
and dinner to excite.

Ha Long Bay, one 
of the most 
magnificent 
natural 
splendours of 
Asia, is swathed 
in legend and 
beauty as well as 
having been 
declared a World 
Heritage Site. 



.

From Hue, a short shuttle 
to the seaside village of 
Hoi An. This charming 
coastal town is a culinary 
delight. Whilst in Hoi An, 
we will take day trips to 
such places as the 
Forbidden City and the 
Citadel located in Hue.

There are also many 
tailors that it is easy to 
get measured up in the 
morning, a quick check 
early afternoon and 
you're wearing the 
selected garment that 
evening.



So many 
opportunities to fill 
the shopping bags 
as well.

The journey ends 
with a short flight to 
the thriving 
metropolis of Ho Chi 
Minh City (formerly 
Sai Gon) where there 
will be much to see 
and do for three days 
before heading 
home. 
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Join our Tour Guide, John Gibson, a man who has 
extensive knowledge* of this fabulous country as he 

uncovers the magic that is....Viet Nam.

*John Gibson retired from the military as an army captain who 
served with the Special Forces as well as completing two tours of 

duty during Australia's involvement in the Viet Nam War. Subsequent 
to his involvement with the military, he has made numerous trips 
back to Viet Nam, each time gaining new perspectives outside the 

normal realm of those experienced by the average tourist. 



Days 1 - 8

Day One: Monday. Cocktail Party & D.

Our adventure begins in Ha Noi, a city perhaps best described as the last remaining city of true Asian 
character.  An introduction to Vietnam by Mr Nguyen Quoc Uy, a friend and retired Editor in Chief of the 
Vietnam News followed by a welcome cocktail party. Later, dinner at a selected restaurant – a dinner to 
excite – an a-la-carte presentation of food synonymous with North Viet Nam cuisine.

Day Two: Tuesday. B.

We take in some interesting visits to areas and special sites around Ha Noi. Your host will recommend some 
fabulous restaurants in this exciting city.

Day Three:  Wednesday B. 

Another day visiting sites around Ha Noi where we will visit the Silk and Ceramic cities followed by a 
recommendation to go to dinner at Sen Tay Ho, the largest Buffet restaurant ever seen.

Day Four: Thursday B.

A visit to the Museum of ethnology with an afternoon session at the renowned Water Puppet Theatre.

Day Five: Friday. B. L. D

Today we depart for Ha Long Bay where we will board our boat for the 2 day cruise around this world 
heritage area.

Day Six: Saturday. B. L. D.

Ha Long Bay, exploring the region on board and sailing with lunch, activities, dinner, activities, breakfast and 
accommodation all included. This will be a trip that will be etched in your minds evermore. 

Day Seven: Sunday B. L. 

Today we leave our floating home from the last two days and head to the airport for a short flight to Hue

Day Eight: Monday. B.

Today we take in a day visit to the Imperial City of Hue, famous for its splendid palaces and the royal tombs 
of the Nguyen dynasty followed by lunch in Hue before we depart for the seaside village of Hoi An. That 
night we will travel to the infamous China Beach for dinner at a selected restaurant.



Days 9 - 14

Day Nine: Tuesday. B. L.

We depart at 08:00 for a drive to My Son Holy Land, a stunning UNESCO World Heritage Site with lunch at a 
local restaurant with the evening at leisure.

Day Ten: Wednesday. B. L.

Today we will attend the Red Bridge Cooking School. Renowned throughout the world, where you will enjoy the 
fruits of your labour by dining on your preparations washing it down with a great wine or a cold beer.

Day Eleven:  Thursday B.

More shopping or a relaxing morning at one of the magnificent beaches, famous in this area… you are free to 
choose. After lunch we will depart Hoi An for our short flight to Ho Chi Minh City - AKA, Sai Gon.

Day Twelve: Friday B.

Ho Chi Minh City is a city of diverse interests and is truly modern in many respects. This final leg of the journey 
will take in many places of interest. A huge Market to finalise any gifts for the kids and family with many 
splendid restaurants. Visits to places of interest are included. We will have a three night stay in Sai Gon with 
lunches and dinners at leisure or at recommended restaurants.

Day Thirteen: Saturday B. L. D.

In “Sai Gon” we will be visiting places of keen interest such as The Reunification Palace, The War Remnants 
Museum, Ben Thanh Markets, Hotel Rex, The Continental and the infamous Majestic Hotel as well as other 
places of interest. 

A trip down the Mekong River to Vung Tau with a visit to the Long Tan Memorial - Lunch in Vung Tau and on 
return to HCM City where we will enjoy a truly exceptional farewell dinner.

Day Fourteen: Sunday. B. 

A morning at leisure prior to departing Sai Gon mid afternoon for home destinations or further travel.
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TESTIMONIALS

Sketches by Jenny Wicks… 

a member of the 2015, November Tour

“Wow!! What a great

holiday! You’ve created

great memories for us both.

Many thanks” …..John and

Faye Reynolds

“You are a very good

tour leader and we

both appreciate your

efforts and expertise

with many highlights

not available to the

average tourist. So,

thank you Captain John

for allowing us to see

and experience things

that no normal tour

operator could hope to

offer…..Your guidance,

patience and

conviviality will remain

in our memory” ….Don

and Jeanette Thallon

“How glad am I to

have been part of this

group!! You have done

a fine job and taken

such good care of us,

all through Viet Nam.

A new adventure with

new friends all thanks

to you”…. Jenny Wicks

“Well, you pulled off the best hat trick. A 
fabulous trip and unbelievable insight into the 
real Viet Nam with your guidance and 
knowledge Thank you for your friendship, 
your great company” ….. Russ and Lyn Wright

“John…I honestly believe the

trip was excellent. All the

places we visited were very

interesting. Perhaps we may

have liked to venture out on

our own but overall I had a

terrific time with some

wonderful, happy and

friendly people” …..Lance

Washington

“The hotel accommodation was first 

class in Ha Noi, Hoi An and Ho Chi Minh 

City and in each case they were 

centrally located near to the important 

sights and shopping districts. The 

restaurants that we dined at presented 

us with a variety of different cuisines 

of great quality and for us, the food 

was a highlight of the tour. Your 

knowledge of the places visited helped 

us from needing to make any decisions 

in respect of when and where to eat”. 

…. Ross & Ros Barrett

“Hi John, We both had a great time, everything you 

planned with hotels, restaurants and sightseeing was 

fantastic and we will never forget the great times we 

all had together”…. Tony & Victoria Pollard


